Immunohistochemical identification of corticotropin releasing factor-containing neurons projecting to the stalk-median eminence of the rat.
The site of origin of CRF-containing projections to the rat median eminence was studied with immunofluorescence for CRF in combination with the retrograde transport of True blue. After the injection of True blue into the median eminence, retrogradely-labeled CRF producing neurons were identified in the medial division of the paraventricular nucleus and the periventricular nucleus. CRF neurons in the preoptic region had no positive dye. The present findings demonstrate that CRF neurons in the paraventricular and periventricular nuclei project directly to the median eminence.